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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Former  bandit  reaches  neighbors  for  Christ 


SHOLA  GABEYA,  Ethiopia 
(BP)  —  Negussie  Tameru  sits 
upon  simple  furniture  made 
from  cow  skin  stretched  across 
a  wooden  frame.  Newspapers 
in  a  language  he  can't  read  dec¬ 
orate  the  walls  of  his  small  mud 
house.  Like  most  others  in  the 
small  town  of  Shola  Gabeya, 
Ethiopia,  Negussie  never 
knows  how  he'ff  feed  his  fami¬ 
ly  of  seven  tomorrow,  much 
less  next  month. 

But  Negussie  smiles  from  ear 
to  ear  when  asked  to  talk  about 
the  hope  he's  found  in  Christ. 
The  lack  of  material  wealth 
doesn't  bother  the  bandit 
turned  pastor  —  he's  got  Jesus. 

"I  have  a  lot  of  needs,  but  I 
have  peace  in  Christ,"  Negussie 
said. 

Negussie's  life  isn't  much 
different  than  most  of  his 
neighbors  in  Shola  Gabeya  and 
across  Ethiopia.  Nearly  80%  of 
Ethiopians  are  farmers,  most 
live  completely  by  subsistence 
farming.  The  United  Nations 
estimates  that  nearly  two- 
thirds  are  illiterate. 

But  the  most  telling  statistic 
of  all  is  that  local  believers  esti¬ 
mate  that,  outside  of  die  evan¬ 
gelized  southern  region,  less 
than  1%  of  Ethiopians  are 
evangelical  Christians.  Most 
have  no  access  to  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

Negussie  is  an  exception. 

He  Degan  his  journey  of  faith 


shortly  after  his  career  as  a  ban¬ 
dit  was  cut  short. 

At  18,  Negussie  was  carrying 
a  gun  and  using  it  to  get  what 
he  wanted  from  anyone  who 
crossed  his  path.  Eventually  he 
killed  someone  and  spent  six 
years  in  prison.  But  even  that 
couldn't  deter  him  from  being  a 
bandit.  Once  he  was  set  free,  ne 
went  back  to  his  old  life. 

Then  the  local  police  took  his 
gun  away. 

Left  hopeless,  without  a 
means  to  support  himself, 
Negussie  took  a  job  at  the  local 
Baptist  mission  as  a  guard.  But 
no  one  trusted  him.  Locals  told 
the  missionaries  that,  if  they 
hired  him,  they'd  regret  it. 

Still  searching  for  an  identity 
in  his  post-banait  life,  Negussie 
reluctantly  paid  5  birr  —  more 
than  two  day's  wages  —  for  a 
Bible.  !t  was  the  first  book  he'd 
ever  attempted  reading.  He 
opened  his  new  Bible  to 
Revelation  21:7-8:  "But  for  the 
cowardly  and  unbelieving  and 
abominable  and  murderers  and 
immoral  persons  and  sorcerers 
and  idolaters  and  all  liars,  their 
part  will  be  in  the  lake  that 
hums  with  fire  and  brimstone, 
which  is  the  second  death." 

Negussie  auickly  put  the 
Bible  away.  Not  only  had  he 
been  a  murderer,  but  he  had 
been  heavily  involved  in  sor¬ 
cery  and  idolatry  as  well. 

i  got  real  scared  and  decid¬ 


WORD  POWER  —  Negussie  Tameru  was  a  bandit  who  terror¬ 
ized  everyone  in  Shola  Gabeya,  Ethiopia.  Even  six  years  in  prison 
didn't  deter  him.  Then  God  used  an  encounter  with  the  Scriptures 
to  speak  to  his  heart.  Now  he  serve  as  pastor  of  a  church  and  envi¬ 
sions  taking  the  good  news  of  God's  love  to  the  surrounding  coun¬ 
tryside.  (BP  photo  by  Mike  Creswell) 


ed  this  was  a  bad  book,  so  I  hid 
it,"  Negussie  said. 

A  few  days  later  his  boss  at 
the  mission,  an  Ethiopian 
believer,  asked  him  if  he  want¬ 
ed  to  hear  about  something 
really  good.  Negussie  was 
ready  for  anything.  That's  when 
his  boss  told  him  about  the  for¬ 
giveness  he  could  find  in  Christ. 

"I  cried  and  cried  and  cried 
that  day,"  Negussie  said.  "I 
couldn't  believe  God  would 
forgive  me  —  not  of  all  the 
things  I'd  done." 

Negussie  was  so  deeply 
touched  by  the  gospel  that  he 
went  to  all  of  his  children  — 
even  those  who  lived  in  the 
lowlands  with  his  first  wife  — 
and  made  sure  they  under¬ 


stood  they  could  find  forgive¬ 
ness  in  Jesus  Christ. 

"They  all  became  believers," 
Negussie  said.  "Now  I  teach 
my  children  the  Bible  and  we 
pray  together  every  night  " 

Now  a  pastor  of  a  small 
church  in  Shola  Gabeya, 
Negussie  hopes  to  take  the 
gospel  to  neighboring  rural 
areas,  which  are  dominated  by 
a  cultural  Ethiopian  Orthodox 
Christianity  intermixed  with 
indigenous  religions. 

"What  really  scares  me  is 
that  on  the  Judgment  Day  we'll 
all  be  standing  around  the 
throne  and  my 
neighbors  will  point 
at  me  and  ask,  ^Vhy 
didn't  you  tell  me?'* 


I  ooking  biick 


Clarke  College  in  Newton  is  placed  on  academic  probation  by  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools'  Commission  on  Colleges. 
A  spokesperson  says  that  the  Baptist-affiliated  junior  college  failed  to 
comply  with  association  conditions  related  to  planning  and  finances. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  disaster  relief  unit  treks  640  miles  to  Frankfort,  Ky., 
for  its  shakedown  cruise  in  response  to  the  invitation  of  Kentucky  Baptists, 
after  extensive  flooding  put  over  1,000  homes  underwater  in  that  state.  The 
unit  produces  an  estimated  1,000  hot  meals  per  day  for  Dec.  16  - 19. 


The  convention  board,  meeting  in  Jackson,  elects  J.  D.  Gray,  retired  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Starkville,  as  president  and  approves  a  state  mission  budget 
of  $228,670  —  approximately  $15,000  above  the  1948  budget.  The  largest  sm- 
gle  item  in  the  new  budget  is  $25/100  for  church  building  evangelism. 
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Of  all  the  strange,  extracurricular 
ways  j>eople  celebrate  the  birth  of 
Christ  ana  the  impending  new  year, 
one  of  the  strangest  has  to  be  the  mixing  of 
these  two  events  with  alcohol. 

Have  you  really  thought  about  that?  Why 
would  anyone  mark  the  birth  of  the  One  who 
gives  eternal  life,  with  the  foul  substance  that 
condemns  so  many  to  eternal  death? 

Why  would  anyone  mark  the  time  of 
renewal  and  fresh  starts,  known  as  New 
Years,  with  the  same  old  hangover  year  after 
year  from  the  most  dangerous  ana  destruc¬ 
tive  legalized  drug  in  thus  country? 

It  doesn't  make  a  lot  of  sense, 
does  it?  At  this  time  of  year  when 
alcohol  abuse  is  at  an  annual  high 
point,  comes  a  most  cautionary  tale 
courtesy  of  The  Learning  Channel 
cable  television  network. 

Those  of  us  who  are  of  a  certain 
age  and  older  remember  vividly 
the  events  of  October  1973  that 
brought  the  two  great  supeipowers 
—  the  U.S.  and  the  U.S.S.R.  —  to 
the  brink  of  nuclear  world  war. 

It  was  in  October  1973  that 
u  Egypt  and  Syria  launched  the  sur- 
H.  prise  attack  on  Israel  that  has  come 
i_  to  be  known  as  the  Yom  Kippur 

t  *  War.  The  U.S.  rushed  militaiy  sup- 

glies  to  its  ally,  Israel,  while  the 
aviets  poured  war  materiel  to  its 
allies,  Egypt  and  Syria. 

Tensions  racheted  upward  when  a 
United  Nations  cease  fire  broke  down  after 
two  days.  As  Israel  began  to  rout  the  Arab 
forces,  Moscow  grew  anxious. 

Leonid  Brezhnev,  general  secretary  of 
the  communist  party  and  supreme  ruler  of 
the  U.S.S.R.,  sent  a  terse  letter  late  one 
evening  to  U.S.  President  Richard  Nixon. 
He  threatened  to  take  whatever  action  was 
necessary  to  prevent  the  defeat  of  the 
Soviet  Union's  allies. 

Events  accelerated  rapidly  after  U.S.  spy 
satellites  detected  elite  Soviet  paratroopers 
being  loaded  on  transport  aircraft.  From  the 
White  House  came  a  stem  warning  to 
Brezhnev  and  an  elevation  of  US.  military 
readiness  to  DEFCON  3  —  a  level  of  prepared¬ 
ness  not  seen  in  the  post-World  War  U  era. 
Nuclear  forces  on  both  sides  were  on  high  alert. 

War  was  imminent.  The  fate  of  the  world 
literally  depended  on  Brezhnev  and  Nixon, 


A  strange  mix,  indeed 


two  men  Halfway 
around  the  world  from 
each  other,  with  fingers 
on  the  buttons  that  could 
instantly  end  civilization. 

History  reflects  that 
those  buttons  were  not 
pushed,  the  Yom  Kippur 
War  ended  shortly  there¬ 
after,  and  everyone  went 
about  their  lives. 

The  recent  Learning 
Channel  documentary 
on  that  fateful  time, 
however,  brought  fo 
light  a  little-known  fact, 

2o  years  after  the  war. 

According  to  The 
Learning  Channel's 
investigation  and 
retelling,  both  Nixon 
and  Brezhnev  were 
drunk;  sometimes  to 
the  point  of  incapacity, 
for  much  of  the  time  the 
future  of  the  world  was 
in  their  hands. 

Brezhnev's  lifelong 
drinking  problem  was 
widely  known.  Nixon, 
apparently  forlorn  over 
Watergate  and  glimps¬ 
ing  his  future,  had  him¬ 
self  begun  to  drink 
heavily  on  a  daily  basis. 

When  Brezhnev  wrote  his  threatening  let¬ 
ter,  he  was  alone  and  drunk  in  the  Kremlin, 
having  dismissed  his  staff  for  the  night  so  he 
could  begin  his  binge  drinking.  When  the 
letter  was  received  at  the  White  House, 
Nixon  was  apparently  too  drunk  to  come 

NO  BRON  OEC  24 

Due  to  postal  regulations  that  limit  The* 
Baptist  Record  to  50  issues  per  year,  the 
newspaper  will  not  publish  on  Dec.  24. 
The  next  issue  will  be  dated  Dec.  31 .  All 
news  items  and  advertising  insertions  sub¬ 
mitted  after  Dec.  1 7  will  appear  in  the  jan. 

7  or  jan.  1 4  issues  of  the  newsjiaper.  For 
more  information,  contact  The  Baptist 
Record  at  (601)  292-3375  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1 651.  . 


Tbday  is  Christmas  Eve 
and  my  love  for  you, 
whoever  and  wherever  you  are, 
overflows  from  a  heart  made 
large  by  joy. 

If  you  are  alone  today,  per¬ 
haps  separated  for  one  reason  or 
another  from  family,  or  cut  off  by 
circumstance  from  the  "warmth 
of  friendships,  or  if  you  are  a 
.  stranger  to  yourself  and  to  oth¬ 
ers,  or  if  you  lack  the  skills  to  fit 
in  in  a  world  gone  mad,  I  invite 
you  to  my  heart  for  .  Christmas. 
You  are  welcome  here. 

Better  still,  let  me  tell  you  of 
my  Blessed  Companion  for,  if 
you  wish,  you  can  invite  him  into 
your  own  neart,  and  he  will  come 
to  you  as  he  has  come  to  me. 

He  is  never  too  busy.  He 
nevpr  refuses  the  invitation.  He 
has  no  other  plans  more 
appealing  than  visiting  you, 
and  he  is  able  to  be  everywhere 
at  the  same  time  because  lv  is 
omnipresent  —  because  b  •  is 
the  Son  of  find. 

Oh,  that  I  had  words  to  tell, 
you  of  the  amazing  joy  and 
peace  he  brings.  Such  power 


Guest  Opinion: 


My  Blessed 
Companion 


By  Linda  McCullar,  member 
First  Church,  Kosciusko 


Such  tenderness.  Such  patience. 
Such  hope. 

This  man  Jesus  was  a  real' 
man  who  lived  and  died  almost 
2,000  years  ago.  He  is  the  Jesus 
of  the  Christian  churches,  but 
he  is  also  the  Jesus  of  the  lambs 
who  are  too  broken  to  hobble  to 
a  church,  too  ugly  or  too  wreak 
to  dress  appropriately,  too 
wounded  to  risk  another  rejee- 
•tion,  too  unacceptable  to  hope 
any  longer  for  acceptance. 

If  you  are  any  of  the  above, 
you  can  shout  For  joy.  You  cun 
jump  and  dance  about  with  glee 
because,  perhaps,  you  are  now 
needy  enough  to  Find  no  glim¬ 


mer  of  hope  in  a  tinseled  world, 
and  needy  enough  to  open  the 
rusted  door  to  your  heart  and 
let  the  King  of  Glory  come  in. 

He  will,  you  know.  He  will, 
in  his  splendor,  in  his  might,  in 
his  majesty. 

Long  ago  this  man,  this  Son 
of  Goa,  left  his  home  of  glory 
and  honor-  in  Heaven  ana  was 
bom  to  a  young  virgin  in  a  sta¬ 
ble.  We  like  to  picture  the  stable 
as  having  an  earthlv  kind  of 
beauty  and  being  filled  with 
fresh,  sweet-smelling  hay. 

Actually,  I  suspect,  that  sta-' 
ble  was  like  other  stables  of  the 
day:  dirty,  foul-smelling,  damp. 


downstairs  for  a  national  security  meeting. 

According  to  The  Learning  Channel,  me 
decision  to  move  the  nation  to  DEFCON  3 
had  to  be  made  by  a  group  of  advisors. 

Think  about  that.  The  world  almost 
ended  while  the  leaders  of  the  two  most 
powerful  nations  on  earth  struggled  to 
make  decisions  through  an  alcohol  Tog. 

Do  you  find  it  incomprehensible  that  such 
an  important  moment  in  history  was  driven 
by  alcohol?  Actually,  it's  no  more  incompre¬ 
hensible  than  your  own  decision  to  drink. 

You  may  not  have  the  fate  of  the  world  in 
your  hands,  but  you  have  your  own  fate  in 
your  hands.  Your  personal  decision  is  just  as 
important  as  Nixon's  and  Brezhnev's. 

Use  that  power  wisely.  Make  this  holi¬ 
day  season  an  alcohol-nee  season.  Make 
this  new  year  an  alcohol-free  year.  Don't 
compromise  your  witness. 

What  would  Jesus  do? 


and  cold.  I  imagine  that  the  dirt 
floor  was  covered  with  animal 
dung,  some  old  and  some  new 
and  wet.  I  don't  think  it  Was  a 
likely  place  for  the  King  of 
Glory  to  make  his  entrance. 

However,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  is  still  being  bom  into 
filthy  places;  into  hearts  filled 
with  failure,  helplessness,  and 
hopelessness;  into  hearts 
•bloody  and  broken,  ripped 
apart  in  the  battles  of  life. 

He  still  comes  to  hearts  too 
tired  to  fight  more  battles,  too 
wounded  to  wander  another  day' 
in  streets  laden  with  dead  ends. 

The  Blessed  Companion  can 
enter  your  heart  in  such  a  way 
that  its  broken  parts  don't  mat¬ 
ter  any  more.  He  might  come  to 
you  with  mighty  armies  of  heal¬ 
ing,  or  with  quiet  rivers  of  cool 
water,  or  with  fields  of  flowers. 

I  can't  say  in  which  of  hi«i 
unlimited  ways  he  might  come 
but  1  can  with  the  full  back¬ 
ing  of  Heaven  and  its  hosts  of 
saints,  that  he  will  come. 

Are  you  destitute  enough  to 
ask? 


Tin  Baitisi  Record- 
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Didlake,  Buckles  tapped  for  department  heads 


By  Tim  Nicholas,  Director 

MBCB  Communication  Dept. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 
(MBCB)  executive  |  _^|K 
committee  promoted  ^BP* 
two  long-time  board 
employees  to  director-  ^Bta 


ships  during 
meeting  at  the  Baptist 
Building  in  Jackson  on 
Dec.  8. 

Jim  Didlake,  consul¬ 
tant  in  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Brotherhood 
Department  for  16 
years,  will  replace  Paul  Harrell 
in  that  department. 

Matt  Buckles,  consultant  for 
8  years  in  the  MBCB  Church 
Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries  Department,  will 
replace  Julius  Thompson  as 
director  of  that  department. 

Harrell  is  transferring  to  the 
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Didlake 


Buckles 
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Youth  Evangelism  Conf.  set  for  Dec.  28-29 
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Over  3,000  students  and  their  leaders 
are  expected  for  the  1998  Youth 
Evangelism 

I  Vi  2N-29  in 

Wood  jgV  " 
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share  their  faith  with  oth¬ 
ers,"  Lum  said. 

For  more  information 
contact  the  Lum  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  at  P. 
O.  Box  330,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-  0530.  Telephone 
(601)  968-3800,  or  toll- 
free  outside  of  Jackson 
(800)  748-1651. 
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Convention  .  at 

Board.  avalon  C 

Registration  opens  at  noon  on  Dec.  28  Jackson 
with  tne  first  session  starting  at  2  p.m.  The  leader, 
final  session  ends  at  3  p.m.  on  Dec.  29. 

This  year's _ 

conference  4 
theme,  "A  Maze  I 
of  Grace"  is  1 
drawn  from  a  fl 
popular  song  by  ^ 
the  singing  ^ 
group  Avalon, 
who  will  be  fea-  ^B 
tured  in  concert 
on  Monday^^B^ 
evening  of  theB^R* 
conference  at 
7:45  p.m. 

Avalon  is  a  modem  pop  group  made 
up  of  four  singers  "who  nave  come 
together  with  a  common  vision  and  a 
common  desire  to  see  something  fresh 
and  exciting  happen  with  today's 
Christian  music,"  according  to  Jody 
McBrayer  of  Tampa  Fla.,  the  tenor  with 
the  group.  Other  members  are:  Nikki 
Hassman,  soprano  from  Waverly,  Iowa; 

Michael  Passons,  tenor  from  Yazoo  City, 

Miss.;  and  Janna  JJotter,  alto  from 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Also  featured  during  the  conference  are: 


Smith 


Harland 


1998  YEC  schedule 


World 


6:00  Make-up  counselors  meeting 
6:30  BREAKOUT  GROUPS 

Group  #1  Coliseum  —Ken  Smith 
Group  #2  FBC,  Clinton  —  Mike  Harland 
-  -  —  Group  #3  Swor  Auditorium  —  The  Medfords 
7:1 5  Break 

7 :45  CONCERT  —  avalon  j 

9:00  Dismiss 

Tuesday  Morning,  December  29 

7:15  Breakfast,  Student  Center  (preregistration  tickets 
required) 

8:45  BREAKOUT  GROUPS 

Group  #1  Coliseum  —  The  Medfords 
—  —  \  —.  Group  #2  FBC,  Clinton.—- Ken  Smith 

Group  #3  Swor  Auditorium  —  Mike  Harland 

9:30  Break 

1 0:00  Worship  music  —  Mike  Harland 
10:20  Message  —  Ken  Smith 
1 1 :00  Lunch  Break 

Tuesday  Afternoon 

1 :00  BREAKOUT  GROUPS 

Group  #1  Coliseum  —  Mike  Harland 
Group  #2  FBC,  Clinton  —  The  Medfords 
Group  #3  Swor  Auditorium  —  Ken  Smith 

1 :45  Break 

2:00  Drama  —  Grant  and  lennifer  Medford 
2:10  Worship  music  —  Mike  Harland 
2:20  Message  —  Ken  Smith 
3:00  Invitation  &  Closing 


^eff  the  Qood  9\(ews 


■  morning  hosted 
by  MC  in  the  MC 
cafeteria  from 
7:15  to  8:30  a.m. 
Lum  anticipates  a 
packed  house.  "Over 
2,700  attended  last 
year,  and  that  was 
with  the  weather  pre¬ 
venting  churches  from 
north  Mississippi  even 
coming,"  Lum  said. 

"Christmas  time 
offers  a  unique 
opportunity  to  bring 
teens  to  hear  God's 
message  and  to  be 
•  Ken  Smith,  an  evangelist  from  South  challenged  not  only 
Carolina,  featured  speaker.  Smith  is  the  for-  to  a  deeper  spiritual 
mer  chaplain  for  the  footballs  teams  at  walk,  but  to  also 


Medfords 


The  Saviour 
is  Come! 


December  17, 1998 


The  Bai  Tis  i  Record 


^  T  'V. 


Hearon  went  on  to  form  the  Thus  far,  they've  been  right,"  he  said. 
Macedonian  Call  Foundation  of  Baptists  in  Texas  have  responded  and  a 
Mississippi,  a  non-profit,  tax-deductible  number  of  cars  are  now  available  to  the 
organization-  dedicated  to  providing  missionaries  in  the  area  they  serve,  Hearon 
affordable  transportation  for  missionaries  reported. 

on  furlough  in  Mississippi.  "We  in  Mississippi  hope  we  can  do  the 

"Being  Southern  Baptist  all  my  life  and  same  thing  for  the  missionaries  in  our 
having  a  son  that  is  a  missionary  makes  me  area,"  he  said. 

keenly  aware  of  the  difficulty  in  securing  Macedonian  Call  accepts  the  gifts  of 
transportation  on  furlough,  especially  used  automobiles  and  then  leases  the  vehi- 
short  furloughs,"  Hearon  said.  cles  to  furloughing  missionaries  who  have 

The  first  missionaries  to  receive  a  car  "registered  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
from  Macedonian  Call  were  Larry  and  Alicia  Convention  Board  that  Mississippi  is  their 
Braswell,  also  IMB  missionaries  in  Brazil,  home  state  and  that  they  are  furloughing 
The  Braswells  have  four  children.  in  Mississippi,"  according  to  the  bylaws  of 

Hearon  met  them  at  the  airport  when  the  foundation, 
they  arrived  on  Nov.  17  with  the  keys  to  a  Missionaries  who  are  coming  home  for 
1992  Dodge  Caravan.  short  periods  of  time  receive  priority  over 

"I  think  Macedonian  Call  is  a  fantastic  those  coming  for  longer  periods  of  time, 
ministry,  for  the  simple  fact  that  missionar-  Hearon  indicated. 

ies  are  going  to  travel  a  great  deal  when  "We  realize  that  it  is  very  difficult  for  a 
they  are  in  the  states.  missionary  to  buy  an  automobile  for  a  short- 

'To  purchase  a  vehicle  for  a  few  months  term  rather  than  full-term  furlough,"  he 
and  then  have  to  worry  about  reselling  it  is  said,  but  under  no  conditions  will  an  auto- 
a  difficulty,"  Larry  Braswell  said.  mobile  be  leased  for  more  than  12  months. 

The  Caravan  is  the  foundation's  first  Missionaries  sign  a  lease  agreement  with 
automobile,  Hearon  said.  A  second  one  has  Macedonian  Call  for  $100  a  month,  plus  a 
been  donated  and  will  be  available  for  use  $100  security  deposit.  They;  are  responsible 
in  January  1999.  for  the  general  maintenance  of  the  vehicle 

"Someone  is  coming  in  just  in  time  to  while  in  their  possession.  The  foundation 
get  this  car,"  Hearon  said.  maintains  insurance  on  the  cars. 

Hearon  began  this  ministry  after  learning  The  Macedonian  Call  Foundation  is 
that  Baptists  in  Houston,  Texas,  have  had  a  looking  for  used  cars  and  other  donations 
nonprofit  foundation  for  this  purpose  since  for  this  ministry.  For  more  information 
1982.  He  visited  them  and, "They  told  me  contact  Tom  Hearon  at  6649  Richmond 
when  you  start  this  you  are  going  to  spend  Grove  Road,  Ridgeland,  MS  39157  or  at 
half  of  your  life  under  the  nooa  of  a  car.  (601)  956-7770. 


For  Tom  Hearon  Sr.,  of  Ridgeland,  mis¬ 
sionary  service  is  a  very  personal  reality  — 
his  son  and  daughter-in-law,  Tom  and 
Bonnie,  serve  as  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  missionaries  in  Niteroi,  Brazil. 


WHEELS  FOR  MISSIONAR¬ 
IES  —  Larry  (second  from  left) 
and  Alicia  (left,  holding  child) 
Braswell,  furloughing  missionar¬ 
ies  from  Brazil,  receive  the  keys 
for  a  1 992  Dodge  Caravan  from 
Tom  Hearon,  Sr.  (right)  president 
of  Macedonian  Call  Foundation 
of  Mississippi,  at  the  Braswell's 
arrival  at  the  Jacksonr 
International  Airport  on  Nov.  1 7, 
1998.  Macedonian  Call  provides 
automobiles  for  Mississippi  mis¬ 
sionaries  furloughing  in  the  state. 
(BR  special  photoV 


When  they  came  home  on  furlough  in 
1997,  an  immediate  need  was  transporta¬ 
tion.  Fortunately,  Hearon  was  able  to  help 
them  out,  but  not  all  furloughing  mission¬ 
aries  are  as  fortunate. 


Lotz  to  recommend  BWA  council  meeting  in  Cuba 

icy  which  hurts  precisely  the  dom  for  quick  and  easy  access  to 
i  nelp,  the  chil-  minister  m  Cuba.  The  embargo 
dren,  the  poor,  and  the  elderly,  prevents  Christians  from  per- 
As  a  Christian  concerned  about  forming  their  Gospel  require- 
the  lives  of  people  and  relief  of  ments  of  feeding  the  hungry, 

s  clothing  the  naked,  and  visiting 
lift  the  embargo,  the  sick.  If  China  and  other  more 
jo  of  Children  and  elderly  and  many  repressive  countries  are  open  to 
icy."  patients  in  hospitals  suffer  from  trade  why  not  Cuba/  The 
n  its  lack  of  antibiotics  and  other  embaigo  hurts  the  hurting.  With 
p  of  medical  supplies.  American  Canada  and  most  Western 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Cairo,  BWA  regional  secretary  icy  which  hurts 
Baptist  World  Alliance  (BWA)  for  Latin  America,  and  Emmett  people  we  want  to 
General  Secretary  Denton  Lotz  Dunn,  BWA  youth  director,  <‘ 
has  announced  ne  will  recom-  were  also  on  tne  BWA  delega 

mend  that  an  invitation  from  tion  that  visited  Cuba.  _ 

Cuban  Baptists  be  accepted  for  Lotz  also  issued  a  statement  suffering,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
the  BWA  General  Council's  July  calling  on  the  United  States  to  time  to  lift  the  embargo. 
2000  meeting  to  be  held  in  enditslongst 
Havana.  Cuba,  calling 

Lotz's  announcement  fol-  Lotz's  Dec 
lowed  his  return  from  a  visit  to  entirety,  reads 
Cuba  Nov.  25-Dec.  1.  Daniel  Cuba  bv  the  l 


trade  and  construction,  with 
thousands  of  tourists  (more  than 
one  million!)  coming  from 
Europe,  the  only  effect  of  the 
embargo  is  to  prevent  American 
Christians  from  ministering  in 
Christ's  name. 

"I  urge  the  United  States 
President  and  Congress  to  end 
the  embargo  and  travel  restric¬ 
tions  and  allow  citizens  of  the 
easier  access  to  Cuba!" 

The  invitation  to  the  BWA  to 
hold  a  General  Council  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  Cuban  capital  was 
extended  by  the  Western, 
Eastern,  and  Freewill  Baptist 
conventions,  the  BWA  reported 
in  a  Dec.  2  news  release. 

While  BWA  leaders  have  vis¬ 
ited  Cuba  and  held  different 
kinds  of  meetings,  this  would 
be  the  first  BWA  global  gather¬ 
ing  in  Cuba  since  communist 
rule  began  there  and  the  United 
States  broke  off  relations  with 
Cuba  in  1961. 

The  historic  Calvary  Baptist 
Church  in  Havana  would  nost 
the  July  2000  meeting. 

Lotz's  recommendation  will 
be  considered  during  the  BWA 
General  Council's  March  8-11 
meeting  in  Washington. 


to  choose.  You  can  have  reindeer 
or  a  snowman,  angels  or  little 
toy  soldiers.  Maybe  your  big 
deal  is  candy  canes  or  holly, 
Santa  Claus  or  umpteen  elves. 
While  others  may  say  "Season's 
Greetings,"  I  cannot!  I  will  not! 
No,  for  me  it  must  be  and  must 
remain,  Christmas  —  that  glori¬ 
ous  moment  of  the  year  when 
we  focus  all  of  our  attention  on 
loving  God  reaching  down  to  us 

mas  is  about  children,  family, 
gs,  lights,  drama,  and  smiles,  but 
se  ttungs  only  have  meaning  as 
s  to  know  and  see  the  essential 
the  wonderful  character  of  Jesus 
od's  Son.  For  many  people,  you 
>ve  everything  about  Jesus  and 
otice  a  difference  in  Christmas, 
ose  of  us  who  believe,  for  those  of 


I  recall  the  incident  that  at  first  HIP 
amused  me,  then  amazed  me,  HgL 
and  then  it  began  to  anger  me.  Hr*  V 
The  news  report  was  about  an 
elementary  school  where  one  of  jHjb 
the  parents  was  complaining  IH 
because  for  the  Christmas  play 
they  were  singing  too  many 

songs  about  Jesus.  The  com-  . 

plaint  from  the  parent  had  escalated  to  a 
demand  that  it  be  stopped  and  a  threat  of  Does  it  catch  your  eye  in 
legal  action  if  it  was  not.  cards  that  more  and  more 

Can  you  imagine!  Some  music  director  not  "Merry  Christmas, 


Jim  Futral,  executive  < 
Mississippi  Baptist  G 


^'treasurer 
i tion  Board 


songs^aoout  jesusr  Dirm^  a  ^.nnstmas  Holidays/'  Wriy?  Well  now,  d^ycni  will 

ment  quickly  turned^ to  amazement  have  cards  for  Christma^  others  'for 
because  these  charges  were  not  only  seri-  Hanukkah,  and  others  for  Kwanza, 
ous  —  they  were  being  taken  senously.  Almost  without  recognition  and  certainly 
Deep  down  inside  of  me  I  began  to  realize  without  official  notification,  Christmas  — 
that  we  live  in  the  same  kind  of  society  into  the  celebration  of  God's  sending  his  Son 
which  Jesus  was  bom  2,000  years  ago.  A  into  the  world  —  has  become  just  one  of  a 
place  where  he  would  not  be  welcome  —  variety  of  happy  winter  activities,  some- 
no  room  in  the  inn,  no  room  in  the  school,  thing  to  break  up  the  gray  of  the  sky  and 
no  room  in  the  stores,  no  room  —  well,  just  the  cold  wind  of  wintertime, 
not  much  room  for  him  anywhere.  So  Jesus,  rather  than  being  the  "reason 

The  changes  that  have  taken  place  over  for  the  season,"  has  become  just  one  of  the 
the  past  decade  have  been  subtle  and  with-  options  of  this  time  of  the  year.  Pick  out 
out  fanfare  as  we  have  moved  from  the  one  vou  enjoy  the  most.  There  are 
Christmas  just  being  commercialized  to  plenty  of  different  emphases  from  which 
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Evangelists  aim  for  new  conference  focus 


JACKSON,  Tenn.  (BP)  Jerry  Drace  has  tion  into  a  vehicle  for  change  —  and  they're 
a  little  game  he  plays  with  strangers  on  air-  starting  with  its  membership  roll, 
planes.  "I  ask  people  what  they  do  for  a  liv-  "To  be  a  member  of  COSBE  now,  all  you 
jrig,  and  invariably  they  ask  me  what  I  do.  have  to  do  is  have  your  pastor  send  a  letter 
When  I  sav  I'm  an  evangelist,  some  of  them  to  the  North  American  Mission  Board's 
go  to  the  lavatory  and  never  come  back!"  (NAMB)  evangelism  department  stating 
For  Drace,  the  game  stems  from  a  seri-  you  are  in  full-time  evangelistic  ministry 
ous  concern  that  the  image  of  the  evange-  and  in  good  standing  at  the  church.  We 
list  in  America  isn  t  what  it  should  be.  think  there  should  be  more,"  Drace  said. 

We  re  seen  as  screamers,  shouters,  and  A  covenant  of  principles 
Bible  mumpers  who  give  30-minute  invita-  "Affirmations  of  Accountability"  is 
hons.  TV  evangelists  fall  under  financial  and  strongly  considered  for  those.wishing  to  be 

immorality  problems,  and  people  develop  - — — J  ~ 

false  impressions  of  evangelists.  The  unsa¬ 
vory  image  often  extends  to  men  and  women 
involved  in  music  and  drama  evangelism, 
too,"  said  the  founder  of  the  Jerry  Drace 
Evangelistic  Association  in  Jackson,  Tenn. 

As  the  new  president  of  the  Conference 
of  Southern  Baptist  Evangelists  (COSBE), 

Drace  has  set  out  to  change  such  images 
because,  sadly,  the  mistniSt“funs  deeprn 
COSBE  members'  own  denomination.  Of 
the  40,000-plus  churches  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC),  only  7,000  uti¬ 
lized  evangelists  in  1997,  Drace  said. 

His  own  experience  during  23  years  of 
ministry  confirms  the  statistics.  "When  I  go 
to  a  church,  sometimes  they  haven't  had  an 
evangelist  in  15  years  or  they  only  use  fel¬ 
low  pastors  who  they  can  trust,"  Drace  they're  doing.  The 
said.  "Usually,  they've  had  a  bad  iexperi-  accountable,  but  t 
ence  with  an  evangelist  fleecing  the  people,  and  laypeople  thal 
telling  sob  stories,  taking  church  rolls  and  what  God  is  doing 
putting  everyone  on  mailing  lists."  "We  want  to  b 

Trouble  can  run  both  ways,  Drace  said,  use,"  said  Osbo 

%  m  «•  «  t  *  •  .  _ 


limit  yourself. 
Don't  try  to  be  all 
things  to  all  peo- 
called  pie.  Cultivate 
being  your  family  time. 
„  ‘  ’  t  Choose  when 
recognized  as  COSBE  members.  The  state-  you  travel.'  Even 
ments,  all  aimed  at  maintaining  account-  Billy  Graham  has 
ability,  include  personal  promises  to  said  he  wished 
uphold  theological  doctrines,  good  he  had  done  that 
finances,  healthy  family  relationships  and  when  he  first 
individual  morality.  A  council  of  account-  started  out." 
ability,  made  up  of  NAMB  executives  and,  Drace  recently 
will  handle  all  violations  of  the  standards  mailed  letters  to 
and  serve  as  an  advisory  team.  all  DOMs  in  the 


Miss.  Baptist  evangelists  available  to  serve  churches 

Music  R.L.  &  Beth  Sigrest  Gary  Bowlin,  Brandon  Charles  E.  Smith  Jr 

Yazoo  City  (601)825-1043  Boonevilie 

v  Alan  Celoria  Family  (601)746-5988  Ch:  (601)  371-9161  (601)395-2254 

Smithdale  _  _  Ch:  (601 )  624-61 53 

(601)567-2393  Gerald  &  Cindy  Simmons  Chester  Estes,  Union 

Long  Beach  (601)  774-8324  Steve  Walker,  Pinola 

Ronnie  Cottingham,  Agricola  (228)863-1692  CH:  (601)  774-8144  (601)847-4375 

(601 )  947-2460  Ch:  (601 )  847-6652 

Ch:  (601)  947-2460  Joe  Styron  Desi  Ginn,  Southaven 

Kilmichael  (601)781-9670  John  D.  Wilton 

Barrows  Family,  Lucedale  (601)262-7360  Ch:  (601 )  393-2445  Long  Beach 

(601)947-9986  Ch:  (601)  262-5507  (228)864-8213 

Ch:  (601 )  588-6245  Donnie  Guy,  Gulfport  Ch:  (228)  864-2584 

Boyd  Tweety  (228)863-4897 

Myrna  Hedgepeth  Petal  Ch:  (334)  661-0114  Preaching/Music 

Jackson  (601)583-8309 

/  (601)  956-3589  Ch:  (601)  583-8309  Gary  Jackson,  Sturgis  Danny  Lanier,  Little  Rock 

Ch:  (601)  956-5000  ,  (601)465-9966  (601)986-8757 

Ch:  (601)  482-3498 

Youth  P/M 

Heith  Wilkinson 
Yazoo  City 
(601)  746-9677 

Ventriloquist 

John  Yates 
Clinton 

Jerry  W.  Smith  (601)  924-4395 

Water  Valley  Ch:  (601 )  924-991 2 

(601)983-3623 

Ch:  (601)  473-2399  Source:  MBCB  Evangelism  Dept. 


John  Wells 
Crystal  Springs 
(601)  892-0177 
Ch:  (601)  892-1149 


Brad  Jones  Family 
Meridian 
(601)482-7798 
Ch:  (800j  854-5917 

Jimmy  Knight 
Laurel 

(601)428-1366 
Ch:  (601)  428-0416 

Johnnie  Masters,  Jr 
Pheba 

(601)  494-2377 
Ch:  1601)  494-2377 


Tony  Monk 
Vicksburg 
(601)  636-2288 
Ch:  (601)  636-2238 

Billy  Smith 
Madison 
(601)  853-0702 
O:  (601)  853-1090 


Preaching 


Victor  Ainsworth,  Gulfport 
(228)  832-6998 
Ch:  (601)  832-6519 

Michael  Ray  Alexander 
Jayess 

(601)  833-3053 
Ch:  (601)  833-3053 
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Mississippian  lias  ministry  of  'little 


"From  my  earliest  memory  Major  McDaniel,  who  was  a 
we  had  a  family  altar,"  she  said,  missionary  to  Korea.  He  had 
"We  read  the  missionary  calen-  been  minister  of  music  in  her 
dar  and 'Open  Windows/ and  I  church  in  Natchez.  He  asked 
went  to  GAs  (Girls  in  Action)."  her  if  she  and  Rich  were  inter- 
She  remembers  going  to  Camp  ested  in  missions.  She  told  him 
Garaywa  in  Clinton.  they  didn't  feel  called.  "We 

When  Martha  was  nine  the  thought  we  were  not  qualified, 
girl  next  door  made  a  profes-  and  we  were  not  willing  to 
sion  of  faith.  "That  got  me  to  leave  older  parents." 
thinking  about  it,"  she  said.  She  As  they  studied  the 
talked  to  Wayne  Coleman,  her  Scriptures,  the  Lord  assured 
pastor  at  First  Church,  Natchez,  them  he  would  take  care  of 
about  her  own  need  for  Christ,  their  parents.  Then  they  heard  a 
She  then  made  a  public  decision  missionary  from  Africa  talk 
and  was  baptized.  about  the  importance  of  "little 

Martha  majored  in  business  things"  put  to  use  in  God's  ser- 
received  a  bach-  vice.  Thus  reassured,  the  Beals 
elor  of  science  degree  from  began  the  appointment  process. 
Mississippi  College  in  Clinton.  'Once  we  got  started  we 
Before  she  and  Richard  never  felt  any  hesitation  about 

it,"  Martha  said.  They  were 
appointed  for  Venzuela  in  1978. 

The  Beals  will  be  returning 
to  Mississippi  on  May  1,  1999, 
for  a  year's  furlough.  HHprn 
They  will  be  living  in 
a  missionary  home  in  fJj M| 
Columbia.  Bkiisfl 


In  El  Hatillo, 

MH  Martha  has  taught 
^^^B  various  classes  as  a 
5 gfl  means  of  outreach. 

^^^B  "I've  taught  cake  dec- 
orating,  typing, 

■H  cross-stitch  and 
English  as  a  second 
language,"  she  said. 

^  /^■-AIl  the  courses 
include  a  devotional 
■dHoH  or  Bible  study." 

^^^B  Now  Richard  and 
Martha  are  also  serv- 
^^^B  ing  on  the  Caracas  uni- 
versity  team,  targeting 
■QB  university  students. 

Earlier  in  her  mis-  education  an< 
sionary  career  Martha 
s^ialso  home  schooled 
.  the  Beals'  two  daugh- 

ters,  Sarah  and  Susan,  became  engaged  the; 
<at jw  "I  really  enjoyed  with  each  other  that  t 
that,"  she  said.  willing  to  eo  as  mis: 

Richard  and  Martha  have  but  they  didn't  feel  cal 
provided  a  Christian  home  for  After  their  marriaj 
their  children  in  Venezuela  like  Rich  was  study 
she  remembers  from  her  child-  Southwestern 


SERVING  WITH  JOY  — 
Mississippi  missionary  Martha 
Beal  (right)  enjoys  time  alone 
with  her  husband,  Richard,  as 
they  stand  on  the  terrace  of  the 
"Dios  Es  Amor"  (God  is  Love) 
Baptist  Church  where  they  are 
members  in  the  town  of  El 
Hatillo,  near  Caracas, 
Venezuela.  (IMB  photo  by 
Betty  Poor) 


’  -  / 

Jesus  Christ 


/  , 

Requests  thetHonorf 

of  Jour  Presence  » 
in  heaven! 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share- the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

l.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  ( John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Tishomingo,  Tishomingo: 
three  made  professions  of  faith; 
six  men  and  women,  along  with 
their  families,  have  joined  the 
church;  during  a  parent-child 
dedication  service  on  Nov.  8, 
Jim  Pinkerton,  pastor,  led  the 
parents  of  23  children  (age  4 
months  to  4  years),  to  dedicate 
themselves  to  raising  these  chil¬ 
dren,  and  their  older  siblings,  in 
the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord. 


» ROOFING  SAVE  NUW 
•ROOM ADDITION  ^ 

•  BATH-DEN  /\$n  A 
•KITCHEN  1*VTnP 

,c*W0RTmbd  a? 

CALL  1-888-373-0054 
PAY-less  Home  Improvements 
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Names  in  the  News 


Patty  Shurley,  also  of  Yazoo 
City.  His  father,  James  F.  Yates, 
pastor  emeritus  of  First 
Church,  Yazoo  City,  preached 
the  ordination  sermon. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  James 
Yates;  John  Yates;  and 
Raddin,  pastor. 

Bruce  Graves,  youtl 
children's  director  at  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  Osyka,  was  licensed  to 
the  ministry  on  Oct.  4.  Pictured 
with  Graves  (right)  is  Earl 
Warren  Jr.,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion 
Church. 


University. 
Upon  gradua¬ 
tion  from  col¬ 
lege  he  served 
two  Missis¬ 
sippi  churches 
as  minister  of 
music  and 
youth  before 
entering  the 
field  of  music 
evangelism 
and  Christian 
entertainment 
in  1986.Yates  is 
Boyles,  Chambers,  D.  Boyles  married  to 


In  recognition  of  Pastor 
Appreciation  Month,  the 

members  of  Homewood 
Church,  Homewood,  honored 
its  pastor  Doyle  Boyles  and  his 
wife  Pat.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Pat  Boyles;  Betty  Chambers, 
who  presented  gifts;  and  Doyle 
Boyles. 

John  Edward  Yates  was 

ordained  to  the  ministry  at 
First  Church,  Yazoo  City,  on 
Nov.  15.  A  native  of 
Paragould,  Ark.,  Yates  moved 
to  Yazoo  City  in  1961.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Delta  State 


Salem 
Church, 
Toomsuba, 
recently  recog¬ 
nized  John 
Johnson  for  38 

J rears  of  per- 
ect  attendance 
in  Sunday 
School. 
Pictured  are 
Johnson 
(right)  and 
Reid  Vaughan, 
minister  of 
music  and 

J.  r.  tain,  j.  laics,  rvduui 1 1  education. 


Baptist  College  News 


Warren  and  Graves 


Vaughan  and  Johnson 


William  Carey  College  Theater  Department  recently  presented 

"Alice  in  Wonderland*  in  the  O.  L.  Quave  Theatre  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  The  Mad  Hatter  (Joseph 
Brack,  Whitman,  Mass.);  Dormouse  (Charlie  Wallace,  Hattiesburg); 
and  the  March  Hare  (Tony  Bullock,  Picayune). 


Mississippi  College, 

through  the  Office  of 
Continuing  Education,  is  offer¬ 
ing  the  Senior  Adult  Education 
Program  for  the  Spring  semes¬ 
ter.  The  Program  allows  senior 
adults  (age  55  or  above)  to  reg¬ 
ister  and  attend  selected  acade¬ 
mic  courses.  The  participant 
can  listen,  take  notes,  and 
experience  the  college  environ¬ 
ment  while  being  exempt  from 
test,  grades,  and  attendance 
requirements.  The  cost  is  $50. 
The  deadline  is  Jan.  4. 
Interested  applicants  should 
contact  the  Office  of 
Continuing  Education,  or  call 
Ken  Gilliam  at  (601)  925-3263 
for  more  information. 


LMCO  goal 


surpassed 


Van  N.  Oliphant,  longtime 
administrator  at  the  University 
of  Memphis,  assumed  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  executive  vice  president 
and  provost  at  William  Carey 
College  recently.  Oliphant 
holds  the  doctor  of  business 
administration  degree  from 
Mississippi  State  University. 


The  first  book  in  English 

detailing  Charles  Amable 
Battaille's  vocal  scientific 
research  and  teaching  methods 
has  been  published.  The 
author  is  James  Richard  Joiner, 
a  professor  of  voice  and  choral 
music  and  the  Chair  of  the 
Department  of  Music  at 
Mississippi  College.  Joiner's 
book  is  an  essential  addition  to 
the  literature  of  vocal  science 
and  vocal  pedagogy  and  is 
intended  to  be  a  resource  for 
singing  teachers,  students,  and 
scholars  in  the  field. 


Mississippi  Nurses 

Association  (MNA)  has 
named  Grace  Clark,  associate 
professor  and  a  registered 
nurse,  as  Psychiatric/Mental 
Health  Nurse  of  the  Year. 
MNA  is  the  professional  nurs¬ 
ing  organization  for  registered 
nurses  in  Mississippi.  Clark 
received  her  BSN  from  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  MA 
in  nursing  from  the  University 
of  Iowa,  and  DSN  in 
Community  Mental  Health 
Nursing  from  the  University  of 
Alabama. 


The  Lottie  Moon 
International  Mission  Goal  for 

Pheba  Church,  Golden 
Triangle  Association,  was 
$2,500.  "Using  the  theme,  'All 
the  Way  in  One  Day,'  resulted 
in  a  total  offering  of 
$3,321.06,"  said  Charles 
Dampeer,  interim  pastor. 


I  LITTLE  GIANT  MFG. 

CO. 

HAPT1STRIES 

,1  WATER  HEATI 
}|j  STEEPLES 
•  •  CROSSE  S 

f' 

If 

J 

III 

TOLL  FREE  1 

800  231 

6035 

Larry  Kennedy,  president,  William  Carey  College;  Norma  J. 
Sullivan;  and  Milfred  Valentine,  dean  of  the  Winters  School  of  Music; 
are  pictured  (from  left)  at  a  reception  held  in  Sullivan's  honor.  A  Boston 
grand  piano  was  purchased  for  the  college  through  the  generous 
ibutions  of  Sullivan,  the  Allegrezza  Piano  Company,  ana  others. 


baby 

contri 


PUttim  Ctotij  College 

January  16, 1999 
2:00  -  7:00  pm 
$7.50  each 

(Deadline  to  register  is  Jan.  11) 


iHittUtippi  Cotteqe 

February  20, 1999 
9:30am-  3:00  p.m. 
$7.50  each 

(Deadline  to  register  is  Feb.  15) 

Please  send  number  of  participants,  check, 
and  college  attending  to: 

WMU,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
or  call  1  -800-748-1 651  for  more  details. 


X  Missionaries 
X  Basketball 
X  Testimonies 
X  Cheerleaders 
X  Music 
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Bryant, 

Former/present  pastors.  Temple  Church  Walker, 


Temple- 
Church,  Union 
County,  celebrated 
its  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  on  Oct.  11. 
Former  and  pre- 
pastors 
attending  (pic¬ 
tured)  are  Danny 


«j&t 


,  Robert 

falker,  Griff 

Walker,  pastor, 

and  Tracy 


and  Tracy 
Putnam.  Former 
youth  ministers 
(pictured)  are 
Chris  Twilley, 
Bobby  Butler, 
Ron  Simpson, 
and  David 

Campbell. 
Charter  mem- 
Former/present  youth  min..  Temple  Church  bers  (front  row, 

from  left)  are 
Trey  Gresham, 
Beatrice 
Gresham, 
Gladys  Davis, 
Peggy  Cook;  sec- 
ona row,  Lucille 
Bob 
and 
resham. 


men 

Charter  members.  Temple  Church  Ministry 


First  Church,  Grenada,  will 

present  "Jesus,  Name  Above  All 
Names,"  a  seminar  for  women 
on  Jan.  23  from  8  a.m.-2  p.m. 
The  guest  speaker  will  be  Jan 
Hoobyar.  For  more  information, 
call  the  church  at  (601)  226-3661. 

Calvary  Church,  Oak 
Grove,  will  have  worship  ser¬ 
vices  at  10:30  a.m.  on  Dec.  20  in 
its  new  700  seat  sanctuary.  The 
opening  day  service  will  also 
include  a  worship  musical  "My 
Utmost  for  His  Highest"  per¬ 
formed  by  the  music  and  drama 
ministries  of  Calvary  Church  at 
6  p.m.  John  Voss  is  pastor.  For 
additional  information,  call  the 
church  at  (601)  264-7338. 

Country  Woods  Church, 
Byram,  recently  held  its  fall  fes¬ 
tival  entitled  "God's  Great 
Adventures."  Over  300  people 
were  in  attendance. 

First  Church,  Chicora,  recent¬ 
ly  recognized  its  Royal 
Ambassadors  (RAs)  with  the 
presentation  of  the  Royal 
Ambassador  pin.  Waynon 
Harris  and  Kenneth  Pope,  lead¬ 
ers,  were  also  recognized. 
Fifteen  RAs  attended  the  state 
rally  at  Mississippi  College  this 
year.  David  Roberson  is  pastor. 


Campers  on  Mission  recently  held  a  South  Rally  at  Boones  Camp 
near  Columbia.  Previous  to  the  rally,  some  of  the  group  conducted 
revival  services  at  Hebron  Church  near  McComb. 


Ground  breaking  at  Homewood  Church,  Homewood 


A  ground  breaking  ceremo¬ 
ny  for  the  construction  of  anew 


Staff  Chances 


Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson, 

has  called  Mike  Patton  of  Boaz, 
Ala.,  as  minister  of  education 
effective  Dec.  14.  He  received  his 
education  at  Samford  University, 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

Charles  (Chuck)  Pittman  Jr., 
has  recently  accepted  a  call  to 


Hopewell  Church,  Tuscaloosa, 

Ala.,  as  minis- _ 

ter  of  music 
and  educa¬ 
tion.  He  goes 
to  Tuscaloosa 
from 
Shreveport, 

La.  Pittman 
served  at  First 
Church, 

Terry,  for 
three  years  Pittman 

before  moving 

to  Louisiana.  A  native  of 
Canton,  Pittman  received  his 
education  at  Mississippi  College 
and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 


FOIL-TIME  PASTOR:  Shady 
Grove  Baptist  Church  is  seeking 
God's  direction  for  a  full-time  pas¬ 
tor.  Send  resumes  to  3166  Deer 
Creek  Rd,  Batesville,  MS  38606. 
FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC: 
Wade  Baptist  Church  in  Wade,  MS 
is  searching  for  a  full-time  minister 
of  music.  Please  forward  resume  to 
the  following  address:  Music  Search 
Committee,  ’ '  c/o  Don  Miller, 
Chariman,  2716  Dogwood  Lane, 
Pascagoula,  MS  39581. 

PIANISt:  Send  resume  to  kreole 
Avenue  Baptist  Church,  412-  Knole 
Ave.,  Moss  Point,  MS  3956 1  i  all 
228-475-1 306. 


Randall  Jackson  has  accepted 

die  call  to  pas- - 

tor  Leesburg 
Church, 

Rankin 
County,  effec¬ 
tive  Dec.  13. 

He  previously 
served  at 
Tangipahoa 
Church,  Pikel 

SK?  of 

Sturgis,  Jackson  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  State  University  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Trinity  Church,  Laurel,  has 
called  Jimmy  D.  Dobson  as 
pastor  effective  Dec.  13.  A  native 
of  Ellisville,  Dobson  received  his 
education  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  His  previous 
place  of  service  was  First 
Church,  Vivian,  La. 


Kilmichael 
Church,  Kilmichael, 
has  called  David 
Bishop  as  pastor. 

Bishop  previously 
served  at  Siloam 
Church,  West  Point. 

Gore  Springs 

Church,  Gore 

Springs,  has  called 
Jeff  Howell  as  pastor 
effective  Nov.  1.  He  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Mid-America 
Seminary 
and  has  pas- 
t  o  r  e  d 
churches  in 
Holmes  and 
Calhoun 
counties.  He 
previously 
served 
Second 
Church, 

Calhoun  City.  Howell 


Newhebron  Church, 
Newhebron,  has  called 
David  Wilkinson  as 

pastor  effective  Dec.  1. 
A  native  of  Meridian, 
Wilkinson  received  his 
education  at  Mississippi 
State  University  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 
His  previous  place  of 
Bishop  service  was  First  Church, 
Lacey,  Washington. 


sanctuary  was  recently  held  at 
Homewood  ~  '  Church, 
Homewood.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  James  Shoemaker;  John 
-Harrison;  Doyle  Boyles,  pastor; 
Randy  Harrison;  Roland 
Harris;  and  Ronald  Chambers. 

Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Van  Winkle  Steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 

CfUITCn  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Get  your  gear  for  VB$  99/ 


thing  you  need  is 
all  in  one  backpack, 
e  VBS  Summit 
itpler  with  good 
uff  to  help  your 
group  climb  Mt. 

Extreme.  Get 


RODGERS  ORGANS:  Sales  and  Service.’ 
(504)  524-1216. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained 
glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1-800-830-0583 
PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  cfturch  groups.  From  $59.95  per 
day/  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat. 
Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used 
vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  (ackson 
(601)  948-3391.  Since  1965. 

FOR  SALE:  1997  Ford  Clubwagon 
XLT  1 5  passenger  van,  dual  air  and 
more,  great  condition.  Call  939- 
1229  W,  824-1479  H  $18,500. 
ATTENTION:  committed  couples  to  work 


full-time  with  'at-risk'  children  in  residen¬ 
tial  setting.  Opportunities  throughout 
Alabama.  Minimum  HS  diploma. 
Benefits  include  BC/BS  PMD,  TDA,  life 
insurance,  sick  leave,  vacation,  living 
expenses.  Call  1  -800-548-4256  or  write  to 
Box  240009  Montgomery,  AL  361 24-0009. 
PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's  only 
smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling  Center. 
Call- about  Lock-in,  group  rates,  fund  rais¬ 
ers,  and  leagues.  Located  at  820  Cooper 
Road,  lackson,  MS  (601)  372-7700. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601) 
483-7958  or  call  1-800-368-2705. 


SUM 


irc\\ 


Jackson;  601-977-9676 
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1  -800  654  1  294 


Matt  Buckles,  consultant  in  the  whose  great  great  grandson  is 
nition  service  on  Oct.  4  to  Church  Administration-Pastoral  David  Cooper,  building  commit- 
in  Studiact.  Pictured  (from  Ministries,  Mississippi  Baptist  tee  chairman.  Pictured  (from  left) 
Irby,  queen  with  a  scepter;  Convention  Board,  and  former  are  Ken  Anderson,  former  pas- 
;h,  queen  regents.  Sandra  member,  preached  the  dedica-  tor;  Little;  Buckles;  Kermit 
ry  is  WMU  director,  and  tion  message  at  the  1:30  p.m.  ser-  Grammar,  Wesson;  Evans;  Jack 

vice.  The  facility  was  constructed  Harrigill,  Harvey  Prather  Jr.,  and 

— - —  ■;  -  debt-free  at  an  approximate  cost  Alan  Freeman,  deacons;  Billy 

vdle  heights  Church,  of  $120,000.  David  Cooper  Cooper,  former  pastor. 
n,  will  present  a  Christmas  served  as  chairman  of  the  build- 

il  entitled  "Mary,  Did  You  ing  committee.  The  church  con-  - 

?  at  6  p.m.  on  Dec.  20.  For  ducted  its  last  Homecoming  Day 

call  the  church  on  March  S  in  the  original  facill- 

\  27-1  cm  r-i  °  IbbmIWIMM 


Perilous 

Ministry 


ormei 


Big  Level  Church,  Wiggins,  held  a  ground  breaking  ceremony  on 
Aug.  23.  The  new  buildmg  will  include  a  worship  center  and  edu¬ 
cational  space.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Larry  O'Neal,  treasurer;  Kent 
Hatten,  chairman  of  the  building  committee;  Lavell  Bond,  chairman 
of  the  finance  committee;  R.  L.  Stewart,  chairman  of  deacons;  and 
David  Perry,  pastor. 


OME  TIME  AGO.  1  heard  about 


an  ordination  service 
J  where  the  two  preachers  presented  contrasting 
views  of  the  ministry.  The  first  preacher  was  jovial, 
bon  vivant,  and  he  encouraged  the  young  minister 
to  lay  aside  all  fears  and  plunge  forward  into  his 
new  career  with  gusto.  He  contended:  “Ministry 
is  a  skill  to  be  learned,  a  technique 
to  be  mastered. "The  other  preach¬ 
er  was  an  older  pastor,  and  he 
'  shocked  the  congregation  by  what 

sa‘^'  r^e  y°un?  otdinand,  he 
shared  one  single  verse  from  the 
HHBBHSB  Bible:  It  IS  .1  terrible  tiling  to  fall 

7-  <  r-  into  hands  of  the  living  God!” 

T.mothy  George  Thc  Q|d  pastor  was  right  Thc 

ministry  is  a  perilous  business.  “Nothing  is  so  dead¬ 
ening  to  the  divine,”  George  MacDonald  wrote,  “as 
an  habitual  dealing  with  the  outsides  of  holy  things.” 
Because  ministers  of  the  Gospel  regularly  traffic  in 
matters  of  eternal  moment — birth  and  death,  bap¬ 
tism  and  marriage.  Word  and  sacrament — it  is  easy 
to  cultivate  a  “professional”  persona  without  being 
grasped  by  the  awesome  realities  we  are  called  to 
mediate. 

Martin  Luther  set  forth  a  three-fold  pat¬ 
tern  of  spiritual  formation  that  applies  to 
all  Christians.  Oratio  (prayer).  Meditatto  U  £ 
(meditation).  Tentatio  (trial).  II 2 1 

ORATIO.  Faithful,  persistent  prayer  is  ft'  ^ 
the  basis  of  all  theological  work  and  the 
heartbeat  of  every  vital  ministry.  The  pas¬ 
tor’s  study  should  have  at  least  two  open 
windows:  One  facing  out  toward  the 


world,  the  world  cf  suffering  and  sin  for  which 
Christ  died;  the  other  a  skylight  open  toward  heaven, 
toward  the  One  in  whose  Name  we  serve. 

MEDITATIO.  As  ministers  of  the  divine  Word,  we 
are  called  to  a  life  of  meditation.  This  means  that 
the  Holy  Scriptures  must  become  more  than  a 
sourcebook  of  sermons  or  a  collection  of  ancient 
documents  to  be  studied  historically  and  critically. 
We  meditate  on  the  Bible  in  the  company  of  the 
people  of  God  through  thc  ages,  gleaning  wisdom 
from  all  the  saints. 

TENTATIO.  Luther  did  not  learn  this  third  mark 
all  at  once,  he  says,  but  followed  where  trials  and 
temptations  led.  Sometimes  we  struggle  for  our 
footing  in  the  awful  swellings  of  the  Jordan,  but  we 
do  so  in  the  confidence  that  through  such  testing 
we  are  being  called  to  know  how  right,  how  true, 
how  sweet,  how  lovely,  how  mighty,  how  comforting 
is  God’s  Word,  wisdom  above  all  wisdom. 

AT  BEESON.  we  know  that  pastors  cannot  lead 
others  to  the  deep  streams  of  God’s  grace  unless 
they  are  regularly  refreshed  there  themselves. 
Our  entire  curriculum  seeks  to  encourage  our 
students  to  know  God’s  Word  deeply  in  both 
their  heads  and  their  hearts. 

To  this  kind  of  spiritual  formation  we 
r  i  \*Vl  are  called — in  the  care  and  cure  of 
| ,2  JI  souls  entrusted  to  us  by  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ.- So/o  Deo  Gloria! 


Patterson  Place  piano  special 


with  a  special  gift  for  Patterson 
Place.  Contact  Joan  Tyler  at  P.O. 
Box  425,  ^ 

Collins, 

MS  39428. 

Phone  (601) 

765-8831. 

Pray  that 

Patterson  WrfKKnr' 
Place  will  be  #  yTy 
debt-free  at  K 

dedication  on  \Y-v_  _ . 

March  15, 1 998. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc, 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 

Since  1953 


SAMFORD  UNIVF.RSITY 
Birmingham.  Alabama 
http://bmon.umfonl.edu 


FOR  INFORMATION  ABOUT  BEESON  DIVINITY  SCHOOL,  CALL  1-800-888-8266 


Beeson  is  affiliated  with  the  National  Association  of  Evangel  tea!  s  and  is  accredited  by  The  Association  of  Theological  Schools  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  Samford  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Institution  and  welcomes  applications 
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Explore  the  Bible 

.  The  act  of  Christmas 


Luke  2:1-40 


By  Dee  McDermitt _ 

From  heaven's  perspective  it 
seemed  darkness  nad  ruled  on 
earth  forever.  When  the  angels 
looked  over  the  banisters  and 
down  into  the  dark,  they  won¬ 
dered  how  long. 

Then  a  tiny  glimmer  of  light 
appeared  .in  the  darkness. 
Heaven  held  its  breath  in  joyful 
expectation.  At  the  word  of  the 
Father,  it  shone  brighter  and 
brighter.  The  light  of  hope  had 
come!  It  filled  the  whole  earth 
and  the  darkness  retreated.  All 
of  heaven  rejoiced! 

The  words  that  had  been 
spoken  had  come  to  life  and 
were  being  manifested  on  the 
earth.  The  Father  was  acting  on 
his  promises  at  last! 


From  earth's  per- 

spective  things  j 

weren't  so  simple. 

Many  did  not  know  McDermitt 
that  hope  had  come. 

Concealed  in  the  constraints  of  1 
earth's  limitations,  hope  had  hur 
become  flesh  and  must  five  and  the 
grow  and  be  revealed  in  the  to  t 
fullness  of  time.  stri] 

Humble  Hope  (2:7).  For  pla< 
thousands  of  years,  the  words  1 
had  been  spoken  by  the  Beti 
prophets.  In  the  darkest  hour,  a  full 
young  girl  was  visited  by  an  the 
angel  who  told  her  she  would  to  I 
bear  a  child  who  would  be  peo 
called  the  Son  of  the  Most  hire 
High.  She  responded  in  com-  bab 
plete  obedience  and  hope  was  Ii 
deposited  in  her  womb.  had 

Her  fiancee  became  aware  that  aim 


Family  Bible  Series 

What's  Christmas  all  about? 


Luke  2:1-17 


r  Carl  M.  White 


There  are  many  great  stories 
from  the  annuals  ofnuman  his¬ 
tory,  but  they  all  pale  in  signifi¬ 
cance  to  the  Christmas  story. 
This  story  deserves  to  be  heard 
year  after  year.  It  is  the  ultimate 
salvation  epic.  A  loving  God 
became  one  of  us,  in  order  that 
he  might  redeem  us  through  the 
power  of  his  death  and  resurrec¬ 
tion.  This  wonderful  story  starts 
in  an  insignificant  village  in  a 
forgotten  comer  of  the  world. 

Humble  birth  (vv.  1-7).  The 
glitter  and  glamour  of  our 
modem  Christmas  celebration 
sometimes  serves  to  obscure 
the  reality  of  the  how  this  story 
begins.  A  pastor  friend  of  mine 
collects  manger  scenes.  He  has 


dozens  of  them,  from 

polished  marble  to^B_^ 
rough,  hand  carved 
wood.  Yet,  even  the  W1 
most  humble  of  them 
fails  to  capture  the  true  humili¬ 
ty  of  the  circumstances  sur¬ 
rounding  his  birth. 

The  great  20th  century 
Christian  thinker  C.  S.  Lewis 
observed  that  the  whole 
Christmas  story-  focuses  down  to 
a  single  point  as  sharp  as  the  tip 
of  a  Roman  spear  —  a  poor, 
young  Jewish  girl  having  her 
prayers.  Had  Mary  not  been  will¬ 
ing  to  believe  the  unbelievable, 
Christmas  may  have  never  come. 

Many  focus  on  the  difficulty 
of  the  journey  from  Nazareth  to 
Bethlehem.  However,  because 
the  shadow  of  scandal  fell  over 


White 


Bh  I  she  was  pregnant  and 
planned  to  quietly  break 
off  all  ties.  But  an  angel 
«■  visited  him  in  a  dream 
|H  and  assured  him  that  all 
B9  was  well.  He  accepted  her 
and  together  they  awaited 
B  the  arrival  of  hope  in  the 
flesh.  Their  thoughts  must 
have  turned  again  and 
rautt  again  to  the  miracle  Mary 
was  carrying. 

Then  in  die  fullness  of  time  in 
humble  circumstances,  hope  in 
the  form  of  a  baby  was  delivered 
to  them.  They  wrapped  him  in 
strips  of  cloth  and  laid  him  in  a 
place  where  animals  fed. 

The  lodging  places  in 
Bethlehem  that  night  were  all 
full  because,  at  the  command  of 
the  governor,  many  had  traveled 
to  the  town  to  register.  While 
people  slept  in  warm  beds,  the 
breath  of  animals  warmed  the 
baby  lying  in  the  hay. 

Inclusive  hope  (2&-14).  Hope 
had  arrived  and  it  was 
announced,  not  in  engraved  invi- 

Ithis  pregnancy,  the 
decree  to  go  register  for 
taxation  may  have  been 
a  relief  for  Mary.  It  took 
her  away  from  the 
accusing  eyes  of  rela¬ 
tives  ana  neighbors  who 
knew  how  to  count  the 
weeks  and  months.  It 
dawned  cm  me  one  day 
*e  as  I  studied  a  pretty 
manger  scene  what  was 
missing  from  this  picture: 
grandparents!  Mary  ana  Joseph 
were  alone,  in  a  strange  town, 
among  strangers,  when  Jesus 
was  born.  Because  they  both 
believed  and  were  obedient  to 
God,  they  were  taken  away 
from  the  warm  hearth  of  family 
and  friends  to  a  cold  and  isolat¬ 
ed  stable  in  a  far  away  viljage. 

How  many  missionary  fami¬ 
lies  do  we  have  who  are  far 
away  from  the  warm  hearth  of 
family  and  friends  in  a  cold  and 
isolated  comer  of  the  world, 
just  because  they  believed  and 
were  obedient  to  God? 


tations  sent  to  the  most  influen¬ 
tial  and  prestigious  of  the  world, 
but  by  angels  to  lowly  shepherds 
on  a  hillside  in  the  dark. 

Shepherds  were  a  despised 
and  rejected  lot.  The  outcasts  of 
this  world  were  chosen  to  be  the 
first  to  hear  the  good  news.  Who 
do  you  look  upon  as  outcast  and 
rejected  in  your  world  today? 
This  wonderful  news  of  hope  is 
for  them,  too.  God's  acceptance 
crosses  all  boundaries  just  as  he 
crossed  the  boundary  of  heaven 
and  earth  to  take  on  the  form  of 
a  human  so  that  hope  could  be 
extended  to  all. 

Energizing  hope  (2:16-17, 
20).  Hope  is  not  passive.  It  gives 
birth  to  action.  The  shepherds' 
hearts  burned  with  the  excite¬ 
ment  and  glory  of  the  event  they 
had  just  witnessed.  The  initial 
fear  they  felt  had  vanished  and 
the  scriptures  say  iheyran  to 
Bethlehem  to  find  the  child. 

Upon  finding  Mary,  Joseph, 
and  the  Christ-child,  they  went 
out  announcing  it  to  everyone 

Startling  announcement 
(w.  8-14).  I  have  often  won¬ 
dered  who  was  more  surprised 
at  the  news,  the  angels  or  the 
shepherds?  The  shepherds 
were  naturally  startled  by  the 
appearance  of  angels.  It  was 
hardly  a  common  occurance.  It 
is  doubtful,  however,  that  they 
ever  fully  understood  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  the  announcement. 
We  have  the  benefit  of  2000 
years  of  history  when  we  read 
the  birth  story.  To  them,  it  just 
happened  one  starry  night. 

The  angels  are  another  story. 
They  were  in  heaven,  around 
the  presence  of  God  himself. 
They  were  undoubtedly  star¬ 
tled  by  the  reality  that  God 
choose  to  come  to  earth  in  a  sta¬ 
ble,  bom  to  poor  peasant  peo¬ 
ple,  rather  than  to  a  palace  and 
the  family  of  royalty.  Yet,  they 
understood  its  significance  and 
celebrated  accordingly. 

With  the  benefit  of  history  on 
our  side,  we  too  can  understand 
the  significance  of  his  birth  and 


they  encountered  so  that  many 
people  heard  of  his  birth.  As  they 
went  back  to  their  sheepfola, 
they  couldn't  stop  praising  God 
for  what  they  had  experienced. 

Nurtured  hope  (231,  39-40). 
After  the  birth,  Mary  and  Joseph 
settled  down  to  the  routine  of 
life,  raising  and  nurturing  the 
child  they  nad  been  given.  It  is 
evident  that  their  faith  was  .an 
important  priority  in  their  lives 
since  they  are  credited  with 
"performing  all  things  accord- 
ingto  the  law  of  the  Lord." 

They  observed  the  important 
Jewish  rituals  of  circumcision, 
naming  of  the  child,  presenting 
him  to  the  Lord  in  Jerusalem, 
and  offering  a  sacrifice. 

After  the  family's  return  to 
Galilee,  Jesus  grew  both  physi¬ 
cally  and  spiritually  under 
Mary  and  Joseph's  careful  keep¬ 
ing.  Hope  was  alive  and  grow-_ 
ing  and  would  soon  be  revealed. 

McDermitt  is  a  member  of 
Rawls  Springs  j  Church, 
Hattiesburg. 

should  celebrate  accordingly.  A 
savior  was  bom.  Humanity  was 
like  the  suffering  people  of 
Europe  who  celebrated  the  com¬ 
ing  of  D  Day.  The  long-awaited 
assault  on  sin  and  death  was 
begun  that  first  Christmas. 

Personal  response  (w.  15- 
17).  The  shepherds  made  a  fate¬ 
ful  decision  that  first 
Christmas.  Rather  than  staying 
where  they  were  and  following 
the  usual  routine  of  life,  they 
decided  to  go  and  see  for  them¬ 
selves  what  the  angels  were  cel¬ 
ebrating.  If  they  nad  not,  we 
may  have  never  known  about 
them.  It  makes  a  difference 
whether  or  not  you  respond  to 
the  one  in  the  manger. 

This  Christmas,  go  again,  or 
go  for  the  first  time,  to  the 
manger  and  see  the  Christ  child. 
Ponder  the  wonder  and  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  his  coming.  When 
by  faith  people  respond  tp  him, 
it  forever  changes  their  lives. 

White  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


Life  and  Work 

The  gift  of  Jesus 

Isaiah  9:6-7;  Matthew  1:18-23;  2:1-2,  9-11 


i  Plunkett 


Most  of  us  fit  into  one  of  three 
categories;  the  "got  it  done" 
group;  the  "got  some  or  most  of 
it  done"  group;  or  the  "oh  my 

foodness,  what  am  I  going  to 
o"  group.  Buying  ana  giving 
Christmas  presents  will  occupy 
our  minds  for  at  least  four  more 
days.  Economist  say  that  this 
"year  we  will  invest  nearly  two 
—  billion  dollars  in  Christmas  sav¬ 
ings,  spend  almost  five  hundred 
million  on  trees  and  decorations, 
and  three  hundred  million  on 
turkeys.  You  can  add  another 
sixteen  million  for  plum  pud¬ 
ding.  The  Treasury  Department 
will  put  more  than  a  billion  dol¬ 
lars  in  circulation  just  for  the 
demands  of  the  season.  Are  we 
missing  the  point  of  Christmas? 


Gift  giving  is  a  central 
part  of  Christmas  cel-  J 
ebrations,  yet  many 
of  us  need  to  be 
reminded  that  ****** 

Christmas  is  a  cele¬ 
bration  of  a  gift  that  has  been 
already  given. 

The  promise  of  the  gift  (Isa. 
8:6-7).  The  prophet,  Isaiah 
declares  that  a  child  would  be 
bom  who  would  be  the  Messiah. 

He  would  be  called  Emmanuel, 
meaning,  "God  with  us."  He 
would  rule  a  kingdom  that 
would  have  no  end  of  peace  and 
prosperity.  It  is  little  wonder  that 
the  Jews  anticipated  the  birth  of 
the  Messiah.  They  longed  for 
him.  However,  as  the  years  past 
and  no  Messiah  surfaced,  the 
people's  enthusiasm  waned. 
They  thought  thev  knew  what 


they  wanted,  but  God 
knew  what  his  people 
needed.  The  description  of 
God's  promised  ruler 
should  make  us  all  aware 
of  the  enormity  and  signif¬ 
icance  of  his  gift  to  us. 

The  arrival  of  the  gift 
(Matt.  1:18-23).  Did  you 
K  ever  wonder  why  God 
allowed  the  birth  of  nis  Son 
to  be  so  difficult?  First  of  all, 
the  baby  was  to  be  bom  to  a  vir¬ 
gin.  God  had  to  know  all  the 
questions  that  this  would  raise. 
Why  die  long  trip  to  Bethlehem? 
What  about  the  accommoda¬ 
tions?  Surely  God  wanted  his  Son 
to  have  the  best  of  care  and  facili¬ 
ties.  As  the  saying  goes,  "  a  thou¬ 
sand  times  in  history  a  baby  has 
become  a  king  . . .  but  only  once 
did  a  king  become  a  baby."  Yet, 
there  were  no  royal  attendants, 
only  shepherds  arid  farm  animals 
to  welcome  the  new  baby.  It 
doesn't  seem  like  God  was  con- 


ople's  enthusiasm  waned,  cemed  with  these  details.  God's 
ley  thought  they  knew  what  promise  through  Isaiah  was  ful- 


_ t  _ 

filled  with  the  birth  of  Jesus  to 
Mary.  This  fulfillment  should 
cause  us  to  trust  God's  promises 
in  his  Word.  I'm  reminded  of  the 
story  of  file  little  boy  who  got  a 
St.  Bernard  for  Christmas.  As  he 
looked  a  his  present  with  excited 
but  timid  eyes,  he  gasped,  "Wow, 
that's  great!  But,  is  ne  mine,  or  am 
I  his?  That  may  be  the  biggest 
question  in  your  life  this  holiday 
season. 

Our  response  to  the  gift 
(Matt.  2:1-2,  9-11).  Wise  men 
from  the  east  came  to  Jerusalem 
seeking  the  child,  having  fol¬ 
lowed  the  star.  They  sought  to 
worship  him  as  king.  Wise  men 
still  seek  Jesus  today. 

Children  play  the  game  of 
hide  and  seek,  but  for  those  of  us 
who  are  earnest  in  finding  Jesus, 
it  is  seek  and  seek.  Jesus  seeks  us 
out  while  we  are  sinners  (Luke 
19:10)  and  he  rewards  those  who 
diligently  seek  him  with  the  gift 
of  salvation.  (Heb.  11:6)  The  gift 
of  Jesus  should  compel  us  to 
bow  down  and  worship  him  as 


the  wise  men  did. 

During  the  second  world  war, 
all  across  America  banners  with 
blue  stars  were  hung  in  the  win¬ 
dows  of  homes  representing  sons 
in  the  service.  A  gold  star  meant 
the  son  was  not  coming  home. 
One  Christmas  eve  a  boy  and  his 
father  were  walking  down  the 
street  talking  about  the  banners 
with  the  stars.  When  they  came 
to  an  empty  lot,  the  son  noticed  in 
the  sky  one  evening  star  shilling 
brightly.  "Look  Dad,"  he  said, 
"there  is  one  star  in  God's  win¬ 
dow.  That  means  God  gave  a  son, 
too."  Then  he  noticed  that  it  was 
a  gold  star  and  he  added,  "That 
means,  he  died." 

Almighty  God  became  one 
of  us  that  night  so  long  ago.  He 
lived  among  us,  suffered  temp¬ 
tations  as  we  do  and  was  cruci¬ 
fied  for  us  on  a  Roman  cross. 
Without  that  baby,  there  is  no 
cross,  and  without  the  cross, 
there  is  no  crown. 

Plunkett  is  minister  of  music 
and  adults  at  Clarksdale  Church. 


Life  and  Work 

The  gift  of  a  new  start 

Philippians  3:13-14;  Philemon  10-21 

By  Hugh  Plunkett  endeavors 


Change  your*  perspective  possess  the  omnipotence  or  the 
(Philem.  10-21).  Paul  appealed  omniscience  of  nis  Heavenly 
to  Philemon  to  change  ms  per-  Father.  He  knew  his  perspec- 
spechve  and  attitude  about  his  five  was  vastly  inferior  to  the 
slave,  Onesimus.  Paul  wanted  perspective  of  Almighty  God. 
Philemon  to  make  a  new  start  Recognizing  his  weakness, 
and  accept  Onesimus  as  a  Paul  prefaced  his  faith  by 
brother  and  a  partner  in  the  declaring  in  Phil.  3:12,  "I  have 
Lord's  work,  no  longer  as  a  not  obtained  all  this,  nor  am  I 
slave.  In  setting  goals  for  our-  perfect,  but  I  press  on  to  take 
selves  in  service  to  Christ,  we  hold  of  that  for  which  Christ 
need  to  understand  the  impor-  Jesus  took  hold  of  me."  Dan 
tance  of  perspective.  Simply  Burgess  summed  up  this 
defined,  perspective  is  the  rela-  thought  when  he  penned  these 
tionship  of  the  parts  of  the  words: 

whole,  regarded  from  a  particu-  "In  Jesus'  name  we  press  on, 
lar  standpoint  or  point  m  time.  In  Jesus'  name  we  press  on; 
Most  of  the  time  we  do  not  look  Dear  Lord,  with  the  prize 

upon  things  from  God's  per-  Clear  before  oiir  eyes, 

spective.  As  humans,  we  think  We  find  the  strength  to  press 
on  human  terms.  God  declares,  on." 

My  thoughts  are  not  your  May  we,  like  Paul,  recognize 
thoughts,  neither  are  my  ways  our  imperfections,  forget  our 
your  ways."(Is.  55:8)  Many  past,,  and  press  on  to  me  goal 
times  we  do  not  attempt  things  that  Christ  is  leading  us  to 
because  they  appear  to  be  accomplish, 
impossible.  We  forget,  "What  is  Plunkett  is  minister  of  music 
impossible  with  man  is  possible  and  adults  at  Clarksdale  Church. 


The  beginning  of  a  new  year 
leads  many  to  make  resolu¬ 
tions.  A  fresh  start  is  com¬ 
pelling,  but  many'  people  do 
not  know  how  to  start  anew. 
While  some  self-improvement 
resolutions  are  good'  we  need 
to  find  our  new  start  in  a 
renewed  dairy  walk  with 
Christ.  As  we  follow  him,  he 
leads  us  to  serve  him  and 
helps  us  in  our  quest  for  a  new 
start  in  life. 

Let  go  of  the  past  (Phil. 
3:13).  Paul  did  not  consider 
himself  to  be  perfect,  but  he 
chose  to  forget  his  past  and 
move  forward.  He  knew  the 
secret  of  success:  learn  from 
your-  mistakes.  Don't  let  past 
failures  paralyze  your  future 


Plunkett 


Explore  the  Bible 

People  of  action 

Mark  3:13-4:34 


chose  those  twelve,  but  his  ministry.  His  family  said  he  We  must  be 
we  do  know  that  since,  is  "beside  himself"  which  puts  doing  the  will 
he  was  God,  he  knew  one  in  mind  of  a  split  personal-  People  of 
them  "warts  and  all."  ity.  The  NIV  uses  "out  of  His  God's  trainini 
Maybe  he  knew  their  mind."  The  scribes  are  not  so  Jesus  taught  t 
hearts  were  tender  to  kind.  They  accuse  him  of  being  dom  principle 
God's  will  and  that  they  in  league  with  the  devil.  from  daily  lil 

could  be  depended  on  to  Jesus  explained  to  the  scribes  were  element* 
complete  the  task  no  that  Satan  is  too  smart  to  come  was  veiled  eve: 
matter  how  often  they  against  him.  He  then  issued  a  Alone  wit! 
failed.  At  any  rate,  they  serious  warning  about  the  kind  Mark  says  Jes 
......  .  .  ,  ,  knew  the  joy  of  being  of  unbelief  they  were  exhibit-  teach  and  trail 

he  trained  them  to  be  people  of  chosen  for  the  job.  ing.  They  had  seen  him  in  things.  Jesus 

action  for  God  s  kingdom.  The  words  "apostle"  and  action  and  could  not  deny  he  because  he  kn 

rZSkVM  ambassador"  both  mean  "sent  had  power  to  do  great  things,  men.  This  w< 

Cj>ods  call  (3.13-15).  The  first  out  with  a  special  mission."  This  but  tney  repeatedly  refused  to  testing  to  sep 
part  of  verse  13  says  that  Jesus  designation  carried  with  it  two  believe  that  he  was  from  God.  from  the  chaf 
went  up  into  the  rails.  If  Jesus  responsibilities.  (1)  They  would  When  his  family  came  to  really  desired 
was  true  to  form  he  was  again  give  up  their  lives  to  be  with  take  charge  of  him,  his  God4  ways, 
praying  for  the  Father's  Jesus.  They  would  see,  touch,  response  indicated  that  real  Those  who 

instructions  before  he  called  the  taste  and  know  his  mission  inti-  family  is  not  necessarily  and  acted  ui 
twelve.  The  last  part  of  the  mately.  (2)  They  would  preach  earthly  family,  but  spiritual  heard  would  h 

—ii—i  ^  >  and  be  empowered  to  dnve  out  family  —  the  people  who  ty  to  underst; 

a  demons  as  Jesus  had  done.  believe  God  and  who  do  his  did  not  woulc 

„  ~  ~  .  '■  People  of  action  do  God's  will  no  matter  what.  derstand.  Che 

From  that  group,  he  chose  will  (3:31-35).  In  the  verses  pre-  Jesus  also  pointed  out  an  heart  today  D 
twelve  men  and  designated  4  ceding  this  section,  Mark  tells  important  characteristic  of  to  hear? 

aP?stlfs- .  of  the  reaction  of  two  groups,  those  who  are  chosen.  McDermitt  is 

We  don  t  know  why  he  Jesus  family  and  the  scribes,  to  Knowing  alone  is  inadequate.  Springs  Church, 


By  Dee  McDermitt 


who  he  called  apOs- 
.  ties,  describes  an 
Hie  joy  of  being  chosen  —  important  characteris- 
we've  all  felt  it.  In  November  tic  of  those  who  an 
my  pastor  asked  me  to  organize  called,  and  shows  how 
the  Christmas  Eve  Candlelight  he  trained  them  to  be  i 
Service.  In  the  conversation,  he  action  for  God's  kingd 
said  he  was  depending  on  me  People  of  action 
to  handle  it.  It's  something  I 
enjoy  and  I  felt  honored  to  be 
chosen  for  the  task.  At  the  same 
time,  I  knew  it  would  require 
work  and  sacrifice.  My 
Christmas  Eve  will  have  been 
spent  putting -out  luminaries, 

setting  up  the  sanctuary  and  verse  says  that  he  called,  those 
taking  care  of  other  details.  Of  he  wanted.  He  already  had  _ 
course,  this  is  small  compared  large  following  of  disciples 
to  the  mission  for  whicn  the  ”  ’  * 

first  disciples  were  chosen. 

In  this  lesson  Mark  tells  us 
how  Jesus  chose  the  twelve 
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How  real  is  Christ's  presence? 

Luke  24:36-53 

By  Carl  M.  White 


lengths  before  people  in  verses  40,  45,  and  50.  He  demonstration  of  the  reality  of 
can  truly  get  them,  "showed  them  his  hands  and  Christ's  presence  in  our  lives. 
Consider  for  instance  his  feet/'  "opened  their  minds  Men  and  women  who  have 
faith.  Of  all  the  biblical  to  understand  the. scriptures,"  been  with  Jesus  are  changed 
truths,  faith  is  clearly  and  "lifted  up  his  hands  and  Bartimaeus,  the  blind  man 
defined  (cf.  Heb.  11:1)  -he  blessed  them."  who  had  spent  a.  lifetime  sit- 

and  overwhelmingly  *  This  is  the  story  of  humanity  ting  along  the  side  of  the  road, 
illustrated  (cf.  Heb.  and  of  divinity.  While  mankind  took  to  the  road  following 
11:2-40).  It  is  as-  if  this  doubts  and  sins,  God  acts  to  Jesus  after  having  his  sight 
truth  is-  so  ^  important  redeem.  While  the  first  action  -  restored.  Though  Jesus  ordered 
and  yet  so  simple,  God  showing  his  hands  and  his  feet  the  deaf  mute  to  tell  no  one 
had  to  bend  over  back-  —  was  a  one  time  event  for  .  how  he  had  been  healed,  it  was 
to  make  it  clear.  those  who  witnessed  his  death,  to  no  avail.  He  had  to  tell.  His 

:ry thing  about  the  resur-  his  other  actions  are  ongoing,  life  had  been  changed, 
n  went  against  hurhan  Jesus  still  opens  minas  to  There  is  no  testimony  so 
ind  experience.  Jesus  had  understand  scripture.  He  is  still  compelling  as  the  one  of  a  per- 
ve  to  them  who  he  was,  blessing  us,  as  Heb.  7:24,  25  son  whose  life  has  been 
lat  he  was  not  just  a  spir-  says,  continuing  as  our  high  changed.  There  is  also  no  praise 
t  a  resurrected  person,  pnest  making  intercession  on  so  complete  as  the  praise  that 
he  showed  them  his  our  behalf  in  neaven.  When  we  comes  from  a  changed  heart.  If 
and  feet.  He  allowed  experience  his  actions  on  our  we  know  his  presence,  it  is 
to  touch  him,  and  he  sat  behalf,  Christ's  presence  because  he  acted  on  our  behalf 
in  front  of  them  and  he  become  real  in  our  lives.  to  help  us  overcome  our  doubts 

losts  don  t  eat!  We  should  praise  (vv.  52,  and  fears,  and  it  will  show  in 

is  acted  (w.  40,  45,  50).  53).  They  returned  to  Jerusalem  our  lives  through  acts  of  wor- 

the  disciples  were  filled  with  a  bounce  in  their  step,  a  ship  and  praise, 

doubt  and  fear,  Jesus  gleam  in  their  eye,  and  praise  White  is  a  member  of  First 

Note  the  action  of  Christ  upon  their  lips.  This  is  the  Church,  Clinton. 


If  you  are  afraid  of^H|Ma 
a  deeply  moving  sP'r_B5r?  ** 
In  order  for  his  presence  to  itual  experience,  that^^"^® 
be  real  in  out  lives,  our  doubts  may  be  just  enough  to  Wf 
and  fears  must  be  overcome,  keep  you  from  experi- 
Because  of  his  actions,  they  can  encing  the  greatest  blessings  of 
be.  The  result  is  praise  and  wor-  life.  Tne  disciples  were  afraid, 
sHipin  our  lives.  but  they  did  not  let  fear  hinder 

They  were  afraid  (w.  37).  It  them  from  approaching  the 
is  natural  to  be  fearful  of  things  resurrected  Christ.  Neither 
we  don't  understand.  Thus,  ft  is  should  you. 
easy  to  understand  the  disci-  They  doubted  (w.  38).  The 
pie  s  fear  at  his  appearance,  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ 
Wouldn't  it  be  a  shame,  though,  was  so  unbelievable  and  so 
to  let  the  fear  of  the  unknown  marvelous,  Jesus  had  to 
keep  a  person  away  from  a  appear  to  his  disciples  repeat- 
wonderful  experience?  Where  edly  in  order  to  overcome  the 
would  humanity  be  today  if  the  natural  human  tendency 
fear  of  the  unknown  had  over-  toward  skepticism, 
come  Columbus,  or  Lewis  and  Some  truths  are  so  remark- 
Clarke,  or  John  Glenn?  able  God  must  go  to  great 
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FAREWELL  —  Yocheved 
(Ofra  Haza)  sings  her  last  lulla¬ 
by  to  her  baby,  hidden  in  a 
basket  and  cast  adrift  on  the 
river  Nile  to  save  his  life,  in 
DreamWorks'  epic  drama  "The 
Prince  of  Egypt." 


SW  V  alf®  rH  Mumbower,  Ph  D. 

Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 

My  fiance'  and  1  continually  determine  the  course  of  your 
fight  about  little  things.  How  do  I  marriage.  It  would  be  better  to 
put  up  with  this  until  we  get  mar-  postpone  the  marriage  than  to 
ried  and  the  situation  changes?  live  m  a  state  of  war  until  death 

do  you  part. 

Get  your  head  out  of  the 

sand!  Tnis  problem  will  not  go  I’ve  been  dating  this  guy  for 
away  simply  because  you've  eight  months,  ana  he  has  yet  to 
gone  through  the  wedding  kiss  me  (we’re  both  age  28).  I 
ceremony.  Tnere  are  obviously  enjoy  being  with  him,  but  I  am 
unresolved  issues  which  you  concerned  about  bringing  up  this 
and  your  fiance'  together  have  subject  because  he  is  so  sensitive. 
not  addressed.  \ou  should. 

immediately  begin  premarital  Having  the  quality  of  sen¬ 
counseling  with  your  pastor  sitivity  is  good  —  unlesslt  is 
or  a  Christian  professional.  used  for  emotional  protec- 

Premarital  counseling  is  tion  and  control.  Before  you 
designed  to  amplify  strengths  get  caught  up  in  a  physical 
and  identify  weaknesses  in  your  relationship  with  triis  euy, 
relationship,  so  that  the  you  should  develop  healthy 
strengths  can  be  used  to  over-  communications.  Can  you 
come  the  weaknesses.  Left  talk  with  him  about  some- 
alone,  weaknesses  can  become  thing  like  this?  After  eight 
land  mines  in  a  marriage.  What  months  together,  there 
is  reaUy  behind  these  blow-ups?  should  be  enough  of  a  rela- 
Work  hard  to  understand  the  tionship  to  bring  up  the  mat- 
dynamics  and  cycles  of  your  ter  in  a  non-threatening  way. 
relationship,  and  how  you  two  Take  the  risk,  rather  than 
get  into  the  situation  of  fighting  guessing.  Information  leads 
over  such  small  matters.  to  understanding,  and 
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Clue:  B  =  H 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Luke  Four  Four. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  Life  Answers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  he  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 
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